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Flamenco Latino accents ensemble

ni 21z
‘By'Glenn Giffin

Den¥enPost Dance Critic

- BOULDER — In financial cir-
.cleqs there is a reassertion of influ-
,enc? 5&0?11 Spain laughingly called

the’ “feconquista.” Perhaps the

‘sho Jii on the other foot in the mat-

ter amenco Latino, the open-

ing show of the Cqlorado Dance

~ Fesflv4ll This group of five danc-

‘er§%nd'five musicians has out-
flanked the traditional flamenco

. fortiiina fusion view that incorpo-

rates’thythms and music influ-
-enced by Brazil, Cuba, Mexico —
“even,as the program notes have it,
-a “Middie Eastern” turn with “pas-
sagesdfrom Egyptian and Greek
music.”

E¢leeticism, in short, is part of

- theButiook of Flamenco Latino, as -

‘theensemble performed Friday
-nightimthe Boulder Theatre. There
Awigi"gg‘ﬂgnother performance to-
‘nighkog 4

. Flanignco puro could be seen in
the {raditional Sevillanas, one of
-thecset.iform of flamenco, engag-
.ingly set for all five dancers and
‘done witk: castanets. The .i#za of
flamenco dance fusion is hardly
new — Rene Heredia in Denver

has his own version — but carried
to the extent that Flamenco Latino
does it, well, purists will engage in
their usual tut-tuttery while exper-
imenters will applaud.

" There are some drawbacks: Hav-
ing so large an instrumental group,
which includes two percussionists,
means the flamenco form is less
improvised- and more choreo-
graphed. There is little room for
spontaneity. Furthermore, the.
heavy emphasis on the percussive
element tends to make the dancing
forced. And flamenco traditionally
includes the voice as part of the ac-
companiment, which proved inter-

mittent Friday.

Having said that, there welje.

some splendid moments nonethe-
less. “Caballeros que Bomba Trai-
go Yo” introduce a splendid Puerto
Rican element to the evening. “Se
Fue Llorando,” a merengue, traces
its origin to the Dominican Repub-
lic. ;

The members of Flamenco Lati-
no are less emphasized than the en-
semble. The ensemble and its di-
rectors, Aurora Reyes and Basilio
Georges, have embarked into un-
charted territory with all the dan-
gers — and rewards — that im-
plies.
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